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Schoolreaders RACE FOR READING challenge smashes target by  

travelling over 35,000 miles around the world to provide  
school children with essential reading support. 

 
Participants from across the country including many of the Tritax team, have come together to take part 
in Schoolreaders RACE FOR READING challenge to help raise vital funds to support reading in primary 
schools. Between 31 March and 19 June 2021, participants have run, swum, walked and cycled a 
distance in excess of the circumference of the globe - travelling over 35,000 miles and raising over 
£35,000 in 80 days. The money raised will provide over 2,500 of the country’s most vulnerable children 
with reading support, and this figure is still rising.  

As a consequence of school closures during the pandemic Schoolreaders, which places volunteers in 

primary schools to provide children with weekly one-to-one reading sessions, is needed now more than 

ever.  Over the course of the last year the charity has also seen a huge rise in volunteer registrations 

and aims to support more than 20,000 children with a one-to-one reading session each week by the 

end of the 2021/22 academic year.  

Celebrities including Sharon Davies, Nick Ferrari, Sophie Kinsella, Ian Rankin and Schoolreaders 

RACE FOR READING champion Levison Wood, took to social media to show their support for the 

campaign.  

Colin Godfrey – CEO, Fund Management, Tritax Big Box adds: “As long-term partner and sponsor 
of Schoolreaders’ first RACE FOR READING challenge, we are absolutely delighted with what has 
been achieved. The money raised will help to address the surge in children’s illiteracy following school 
closures during the pandemic, with one in ten primary schools in England now asking for Schoolreaders’ 
support. Many such schools are located in the heart of the communities that surround our assets and 
we see no better way to help drive local social and economic value, than by enhancing the long-term 
prospects of many of the country’s most disadvantaged children through supporting their all-important 
reading skills”. 

Jane Whitbread, Founder of Schoolreaders comments: “We could not be more thrilled with the 
extent to which so many have stepped up and embraced what is hopefully the first of many 
Schoolreaders RACE FOR READING challenges. We would like to thank the effort and generosity of 
all involved - from our sponsor Tritax Big Box to our Race for Reading champion Levison Wood and 
last but not least of all the participants - without which none of this would have been possible. We will 
now be able to provide an extra 2,500 children with reading support that will materially enhance their 
education and subsequently their lifelong prospects.” 

Participants are still able to receive donations via online fundraising pages. Every £15 donated will 
support another child’s reading for a whole year. 

To sponsor the Tritax team please visit https://www.raceforreading.org/teams/tritax-team and to find out 
more about the campaign, please visit www.schoolreaders.org  
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For further information, an image, or to arrange a telephone interview, please contact:  

James Godfrey - KODE https://www.agencykode.com/  
Email: hello@agencykode.com  
Tel No: 07870517803  
 

NOTES:  

Schoolreaders Registered Charity: 1159157  

Schoolreaders supports children. Our volunteers listen to the children, support them and build their 
confidence and fluency in reading. Literacy opens doors, helps learning and brings new opportunities. 
We want to help give all children the best start in life.  

Schoolreaders supports schools. Schoolreaders finds, interviews and presents volunteers to partner 
schools locally. Our volunteers provide 1-1 reading time that some children require to help improve their 
literacy and provide additional support to the schools. Schoolreaders engages communities. We raise 
community awareness of low educational attainment and potential lifelong outcomes. We engage with 
local authorities and respected organisations to connect local volunteers with schools in their 
community.  

Schoolreaders benefits older generations. Schoolreaders provides an intergenerational activity for 
older people to use their knowledge and skills to help children with their reading. It provides an 
opportunity to become involved in the community and helps to support mental well-being and 
independence.  

TRITAX BIG BOX  

Tritax Big Box REIT plc (ticker: BBOX) is the only listed vehicle dedicated to investing in very large 
logistics warehouse assets (Big Boxes) in the UK and is committed to delivering attractive and 
sustainable returns for Shareholders. Investing in and actively managing existing built investments, land 
suitable for Big Box development and developments predominantly delivered through pre-let forward 
funded basis, the Company focuses on large, well-located, modern Big Box logistics assets, let to 
institutional-grade tenants on long-term leases (typically at least 12 years in length) with upward-only 
rent reviews and geographic and tenant diversification throughout the UK. The Company seeks to 
exploit the significant opportunity in this sub-sector of the UK logistics market owing to strong tenant 
demand and limited supply of Big Boxes. The Company is a real estate investment trust to which Part 
12 of the UK Corporation Tax Act 2010 applies (REIT), is listed on the premium segment of the Official 
List of the UK Financial Conduct Authority and is a constituent of the FTSE 250, FTSE EPRA/NAREIT 
and MSCI indices. Further information on Tritax Big Box REIT is available at www.tritaxbigbox.co.uk 
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